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110 Winslow Cemetery Rd, Marshfield, MA 02050
phone: 781-837-0982  
 jacowie@aol.com
watershedaction.org

 May 7, 2007

Public Comment for the Joint Committee Natural Resources and the Environment
Re: Senate Bill 495 providing for the public health by managing mosquitoes in the commonwealth
Dear Members of the Committee:

The Watershed Action Alliance of Southeastern Massachusetts is a coalition of 13 Watershed Associations committed to protecting and restoring the beauty and vitality of our rivers, lakes and estuaries.  Our members are community based organizations that collectively represent roughly five thousand individuals and families living in over 60 communities in Southeastern Massachusetts.   Because we live in the area that has been most significantly impacted by Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) and mosquito control actions, and because we are the stewards of the lands and waterways we call home, we as a group, support Senate Bill 495 for defining the needed changes that will maximize the efficacy of mosquito control actions, and minimize human health risk associated with both the disease and exposure to pesticide.
Last fall, Senator Pacheco convened oversight hearings regarding the aerial spraying of 425,000 acres in Southeastern Massachusetts with sumithrin, a class of pesticides toxic to humans and insects, most notably bees, the pollinators upon which our local farmers depend.  During this hearing, parents and school board members expressed their concern that the lack of communication from the state agencies implementing the aerial spraying resulted in a false sense of protection from the EEE virus and unnecessary human exposure to the pesticide spray.   Data collected by DPH’s Center of Environmental Health confirmed these concerns and document the need for:

1) A comprehensive public outreach and education campaign; 

2) Greater accountability and transparency of mosquito control actions; and 

3) A need for broader public input and involvement in the work of mosquito control districts. 
Between August 5th and Sept 13th of 2006, DPH received 705 calls about the two spray events.  Sixty-nine percent of the calls fell into the “need more information” category including more information about the cities and towns included in the spray area (33%), precautionary measures (24%), and potential health impacts related to the pesticide (12%).   Follow-up with those that sought medical attention related to the spraying indicated that 8 people had direct exposure to the pesticide during the second spraying because it occurred 20-30 minutes earlier than what was indicated in the press and other public outreach materials.  These people suffered from sore throats, facial numbness and nausea.  The Alliance asks that protocol be developed that prevents a repeat direct exposure incident particularly to a chemical that EPA lists as a suspected gastrointestinal, liver and kidney toxicant and is known to trigger asthma and respiratory difficulty.

The Alliance believes that Senate Bill 495 outlines several steps that will reduce public exposure to both the disease and toxic pesticides and improve communication and inter-agency coordination.  
·  It calls for mosquito management programs to be accompanied by public education campaigns emphasizing appropriate actions that individual citizens can take to reduce their personal risk by avoiding contact with mosquitoes.

· It constitutes a broad state mosquito management board with a seat for the Department of Public Health (currently, DPH has no seat on the State Reclamation and Mosquito Management Board).
· It coordinates state and regional mosquito control functions with protocols for interagency coordination.

· It limits broad-scale aerial adultcide applications and emphasizes the development of comprehensive plans that focus on public and environmental health through scientifically based Best Management Practices.
Most importantly, it increases local input into the development of these comprehensive plans that include operational standards with annual reporting on activities and monitoring of environmental and public health impacts.  We believe it critical that the accumulative use of pesticides be tracked so that impacts on both the human and animal populations can be better studied and understood.  A recent court settlement in the spraying of pesticide in New York stated that pesticides may remain in the environment beyond their intended purpose, cause adverse health effects, kill mosquitoes' natural predators, and increase mosquito resistance to pesticides.  Multiple research efforts published over the last ten years demonstrates that cumulative, multigenerational, degenerative pesticide impacts on human health, especially on the development of children may not be evident immediately or may appear years or decades later.* 
As we fast approach another mosquito season, the call for action is urgent.   We believe Senate Bill 495 outlines necessary and responsible actions to reform our current outdated mosquito control legislation that will maximize the efficacy of our mosquito control actions and minimize the public and environmental health risks associated with pesticides use.
Thank you for your time and commitment to this issue.

Sincerely, 
Jill Cowie, Coordinator
Watershed Action Alliance of Southeastern Massachusetts

*The Multigenerational, Cumulative and Destructive Impacts of Pesticides on Human Health, Especially on the Physical, Emotional and Mental Development of Children and Future Generations. A Submission to The House of Commons Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development by Physicians and Scientists for a Healthy World, February 2000; Guillette, Elizabeth, et al: Anthropological Approach to the Evaluation of Pre-school Children Exposed to Pesticides in Mexico. Environmental Health Perspective, Vol. 106, No.6, June 1998.
